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Jesus, The True Vine–
The Christian’s Functional Life Source
God the Father in His Sovereignty has
provided a way for all of humanity to be
in relationship with Him. This is
accomplished through the saving work
of Jesus Christ on the cross on our
behalf. Wonderful!!! How awesome it
is that we sinners can be in relationship
with our Creator.
Andrew Murray in Abide in Christ
points out that if this wonderful
salvation is where we stop, we are
missing out on the incredible
relationship that is our destiny and
God’s design for all believers.
He
writes, "While trusting in their Savior
for pardon and help, and seeking to
some extent to obey Him, they have
hardly realized to what closeness of
union, to what intimacy of fellowship, to
what wondrous oneness of life and
interest, He invited when He said,
"Abide in Me'."
Jesus in John 15 pictures this abiding
in Him to a grapevine. He tells us that
He is the vine, we are the branches, and
God the Father is the vinedresser. This
metaphor describes the intimate
relationship God designed between God
the Father, Jesus Christ and Christians
here on earth. The relationship of the
vine and a branch is a very intimate one.
The branch bears (holds/supports) the
fruit, but neither the branch nor the fruit
would exist if it were not attached to the
vine.
Jesus, the True Vine says to the
Christian (branch), “Abide in me, and I
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so
neither can you, unless you abide in
Me” (Jn. 15:4-5).
A grape branch is designed to be
attached to or abide in the vine for
support and nourishment. The grapevine
is the functional life source of the

branch, which in the process of time
produces the luscious fruit.
Jesus states the need for the Christian
to abide in Him. “I am the vine, you are
the branches; he who abides in Me, and I
in him, he bears much fruit; for apart
from Me you can do nothing” (vs. 5).
When God created man it was His
design and purpose for mankind to be in
relationship with Him as his/her
functional life source. This was
demonstrated in the beginning as God
placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden -- a perfect environment where all
of their needs were met. God walked
with both of them, daily demonstrating
His creative desire for mutual
relationship.
Since Adam and Eve’s sin and
expulsion from the Garden, God has
sought to restore His creative design for
relationship with mankind. Jesus’
incarnation, death and resurrection paid
the perfect price for sin reconciling us
back to God. "God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not
counting their trespasses against
them…" (2 Cor. 5:19).
Jesus also came to dwell within the
believer to complete God’s original
design for relationship by becoming the
Christian’s functional life source.
"If Christ, the heavenly Vine, has
taken the believer as a branch, then He
has pledged himself, in the very nature of
things, to supply sap and spirit and
nourishment to make it bring forth fruit.”
(Andrew Murray in The True Vine.)
Jesus Christ is our functional life
source for everything that we need for
daily life, work and service.
"No branch has any life in itself, only
the Vine does. A branch must draw life
from the Vine, for without Him nothing
will ultimately satisfy." (Wayne
Jacobsen, In My Father’s Vineyard.)
In order to enjoy God’s design for the
abiding relationship with Christ, the

Christian needs to recognize that being
separated from Jesus is like a fruitless,
withering branch separated from the
functional life source of the vine.
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Once having realized God's provision
of abiding and nourishment, the believer
may entrust his/her life to Jesus Christ
actively drawing on His functional life
source. Jesus' Life in the Christian is
designed to be actively dynamic, not
passively static. The believer needs only
to abide (actively resting) in Him.
Jesus Christ is responsible for
fruitfulness as well as life itself. The
believer (branch) is fruitful, not as a result
of him/herself, but as a result of abiding in
Jesus, the True Vine. ˜

Our New Web Site
We now have a new working web site
www.shepherdinggrace.org.
The
site
contains helpful information about
CUPbearers, Gracestoration and our
Shepherding Grace ministry. The available
Resources section is still under
construction, but soon you will be able to
order our discipling materials via the site.
Please check out the site and tell us what
you think of it in the Feedback section. We
would like to hear from you.

NOW I SEE!
I appreciate the opportunity to write a
testimony of how the Lord used
CUPbearers to help me after 20 plus
years as a devoted Christian. As a result,
my Christian life has totally changed. I
can now say, "Once I was blind; now I
see."
I was raised on the Word from
nineteen years old after coming to
Christ. I became involved in Navigator
ministries-- memorizing, studying,
discussing the Word with Christians
and/or non-Christians. This was a major
part of my life; I became fairly good at
it.
However, knowing the Scriptures,
trying to obey them, and being very
disciplined in my walk created in me
certain expectations from God. I
expected His blessings because of my
faithfulness to Him. I expected I would
not always be struggling with finances,
that I would have a happy satisfying
marriage, good health, children walking
with Lord, being protected from evil,
etcetera. I could go on!
But when one expectation after
another of what I thought God was
supposed to do for me came tumbling
down, I found myself in a pile of ashes
like Job. My Christian life did not work;
God was not coming through; in fact it
was as if He was personally feeding me
to the lions. Everything I touched was
turning to pain.

I came to realize there is a
vast difference between
living for Christ and living
in Christ.
This went on for quite a while--a few
years. I constantly prayed, tried harder,
re-examined myself. I got counsel. I did
everything I knew. Life continued to go
from bad to worse. I remember lying in
my bed, wishing this were the day God
would take me. I was depressed. I
thought the only way out of this was the
Lord coming into my existence and
changing my circumstances. Little did I
know this would not be the answer to
my prayers.
I heard of CUPbearers through a
friend in Colorado who was going
through hardships. I knew I needed help
and called. After talking with Bob the
first time, I knew if I understood the
Christian life as he did, my life would
never be the same. I came to realize
there is a vast difference between living
for Christ and living in Christ.
Praise God, looking back, it
happened. Through years of counsel and

prayer with Bob via the phone, he was
used of God to disciple me to Christ.
Previously, I tried so hard to be like
Christ. Now I look to Jesus to live His
life in, through and with me. It was
especially hard for me to trust that God
cared for me and that He wanted to meet
all of my needs.
Bob, time after time, patiently went
with me to the Lord to see Jesus disarm
the enemy of my soul who tried to keep
me from the life of Christ and from the
realization that He was there to meet all
of my needs.
Galatians 4:19 comes to mind, "My
children with whom I am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you." Bob
labored week after week, year after year,
until we saw Christ formed in me, that is,
Christ became my reality. I could trust
Him to live His LIFE through me. Thank
you, Bob.
Testimony by Rick Wallace
<><><><>
Having been married to Rick for 25
years, I rejoice in the work God did in his
life. He turned in "his righteousness" for
"God's righteousness." He went from
"rags" to "riches in Christ."
This was not accomplished alone or
with our working with one another. Bob
spent countless hours, months, yes, even
years, praying, listening, and counseling
with Rick and me.
Thanks so much, Bob. "Your labor
was not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor.
15:58).
Testimony by Bonnie Wallace
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Ministry in Asia
The Lord granted us a special time of
ministry earlier this year in Singapore,
Bangkok and Hong Kong. We were
given the opportunity to speak sixteen
times to various gatherings.
A special privilege was enjoyed at
Singapore Bible College where we
spoke through an interpreter. We also
ministered
to
several
growing
Gracestoration groups. Bob was well
received as he shared some of the
Shepherding Grace truths. Thanks to our
hosts: Wes and Lori Petro.
In Bangkok, Thailand we ministered
to ex-patriots and a Filipino group, as
well as visited with alumni Dottie knew
from Dallas Seminary. Thanks to our
hosts: Rick and Kim West.
In Hong Kong, Dottie gave an all-day
seminar/workshop to ex-patriots and
their guests. Several came to Christ as a
result of her "lifting up Christ." We also
shared with an active Filipino Christian
group. In addition, we met with special
alumni from Dallas Seminary. Thanks to
our hosts: Bill (nephew) and Nancy

Connor.
We thank God for giving us
safety, good health, strength and a message
of GRACE!

- September 11, 2001 will always be remembered as a
dark day for America. Let us
pray that our nation will turn to
Jesuswe
for as
wisdom and restoration.
May
America! America!
God shed His grace on Thee.
And crown thy good with brotherhood,
From sea to shining sea.
Katharine Lee Bates

Quotable Corner
"The Word of God to us today is exactly
the same as it was to Joshua long ago.
"Have not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest"
(Josh. 1:9).
"In walking with God we are called upon
to exercise ourselves. We are invited to
invest something of our strength and
confidence in Him. To walk with God is to
trust Him. To join Him in life's journey is
to invest our faith in His leadership and
direction of our affairs.
"Far too many present-day Christians
consider walking with God some sort of
soft, sentimental sensation that panders
purely to their feelings. We do not walk
with God that way.
"We are pilgrims and wayfarers on the
rugged road of a rocky, unregenerate world-and the only way to walk it with God is in
unshakable faith in His capacity to accompany
us and encourage us all the way. This takes
faith in His character. It will exercise us to
the utmost." (From Walking with God by
Phillip Keller).

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
As a result of the ongoing Gracestoration
ministry in Singapore (four years now
through Wes and Lori Petro), we have been
asked to put the Gracestoration materials on
a CD. This will consist of 20 lessons in
three files: Traditional Chinese, Simplified
Chinese, and English. Part of this has been
done in Singapore. The other part will be
translated here in Boulder through a friend
of Bob's, Henry Chou, pastor of the
Chinese Evangelical Free Church in
Bolder, Colorado.
Partners International will make the final
CD in Hong Kong. Some have requested
the CD to go into Mainland China. We are
trusting God to bring this to fruition in His
time.
This project is involving some cost, so if
God lays this opportunity on your heart to
pray or give to this ministry, please let us
know.

